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A B S T R A C T  

Civic education is really important for making sure people know how to be citizens. It helps people learn about 

democracy and how to take part in it. This paper is about how India and Germany teach education. It looks at how 

they have developed their approaches over time what they want to achieve and how they put their plans into 

action.Civic education is the foundation of a society. It helps people become responsible and active citizens. In todays 

world, where there is a lot of information people are divided and many do not trust institutions civic education is more 

important than ever. It helps people think critically take part in processes and uphold the principles of justice, equality 

and fairness.India and Germany are two different countries with their own approaches to civic education. India is the 

democracy in the world and it teaches civic education through its constitution, fundamental duties and education 

reforms like the National Education Policy 2020. Germany on the hand has a very comprehensive system of political 

education that emphasizes critical thinking, democratic participation and resistance to authoritarianism. 

KEYWORDS : Civic Education; Citizenship Education; Democracy; India; Germany; Comparative Education; 

Public Policy; Constitutional Values. 

 

 

R e c e i v e d  A c c e p t e d  P u b l i s h e d  A r t i c l e  T y p e  

25/06/2026 05/08/2026 14/08/2026 Research Paper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

International Insights 

J O U R N A L  O F  M U L T I D I S C I P L I N A R Y  R E S E A R C H  

( IIJMR ) 

I S S N  
3049-0847 

Vol. 3  |  Issue 3 
2026 

 
🌐 www.insightresearch.org.in   ◆   editor@internationalinsights.com   ◆   Peer Reviewed & Refereed Journal 

 

 

© 2026 IIJMR  |  All Rights Reserved 
www.insightresearch.org.in Page 16 Vol. 3, Issue 3, July-September 2026 

doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.21937962 

Introduction  

This paper uses an approach to analyze the development, objectives, implementation and effectiveness of civic education 

policies in India and Germany. By comparing their philosophies and policy frameworks it tries to find the best practices that 

can help strengthen democratic citizenship in the twenty-first century.Civic education is about teaching people the knowledge, 

values, skills and attitudes they need to be citizens. According to UNESCO civic education helps people understand institutions, 

respect human rights appreciate diversity and contribute to sustainable development. The Council of Europe says that civic 

education is about learning that prepares people to exercise their rights and responsibilities while taking part in political 

life.There are types of education such as civic education, citizenship education and political education. Civic education focuses 

on values, governance and civic responsibilities. Well the Citizenship education is about inclusion, cultural diversity and global 

citizenship as well. Political education emphasizes analysis of political systems, ideologies and public policies.The idea of 

education comes from philosophers like John Dewey, who likely said that democracy must be experienced through 

participatory learning. Paulo Freire also emphasized that education should help people become critically conscious so they can 

question existing power structures and become good agents of social change. Civic education is not about learning from 

textbooks but about engaging with democracy ethical reasoning and informed public participation.After India became 

independent in 1947 the Constitution of India established justice, liberty, equality and fraternity as the guiding principles of 

citizenship. Education reforms in India have progressively included values, fundamental duties, human rights, environmental 

awareness and experiential learning into school curricula. In Germany civic education developed after the Nazi regime 

collapsed in 1945. The Basic Law, adopted in 1949 established governance likely founded upon human dignity, federalism and 

the rule of law. The Beutelsbach Consensus in 1976 was a milestone in German civic education as it introduced three 

fundamental principles htat was no indoctrination, presenting controversial issues as controversial and encouraging students to 

analyze political situations independently. These principles continue to shape education in Germany fostering critical thinking 

and democratic participation. Civic education in Germany and civic education in India are two approaches, to teaching people 

about democracy and civic education. 

heoretical Framework 

This study looks at four ideas about education. John Deweys idea is that education is the base of a democracy where people 

participate. He says that people should learn by doing things and getting involved in their community. Paulo Freires idea is that 

education should help people think critically and question things that're not fair. He wants people to be able to challenge things 

that're wrong and work towards making their community better. T.H. Marshalls idea is that being a citizen means having rights 

and responsibilities. He says that education should help people understand these rights and responsibilities. Robert Putnams 

idea is that getting involved in your community and trusting others is important for a democracy. 

Civic Education Policies in India 

India's approach to education is based on its Constitution. The goal is to help people become responsible and socially conscious 

citizens. After India became independent civic education became a part of building the nation. The focus was on teaching 

people about the Constitution and its values like justice, equality and democracy. The National Education Policy of 2020 says 

that people should learn by doing things thinking critically and being citizens. 

In schools civic education is part of the science and political science curriculum. Students learn about the Constitution, their 

rights and responsibilities and how to participate in their community. 

Civic Education Policies in Germany 

Germanys approach to education is known as Politische Bildung or Political Education. The focus is on teaching people about 

the Constitution and how to participate in their community. A key part of civic education is the Beutelsbach Consensus, which 

says that students should be encouraged to think critically and make their own decisions. The curriculum is designed to promote 

thinking and discussion of controversial issues. Each state in Germany has its curriculum but they all follow national 

educational standards. 
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In the classroom students learn about politics participate in debates and do project work. There are also programs like student 

councils, mock elections and community service projects. The Federal Agency for Civic Education provides resources and 

support for these programs. According to the OECD and UNESCO Germanys approach to education has been successful in 

promoting civic knowledge and political engagement among students.  

Comparative Analysis 

India and Germany have approaches to civic education. India focuses on teaching people about the Constitution and their rights 

and responsibilities. Germany focuses on promoting thinking and discussion of controversial issues. 

In India the curriculum is more focused on teaching people about institutions and values. In Germany the focus is on promoting 

thinking and participation in the community. Indias schools still rely heavily on textbooks and exams while Germanys schools 

focus more on discussion, project work and community engagement. 

Recent Data and Case Studies 

Recent studies have shown that civic education is becoming more important in societies. According to UNESCO than 80% of 

countries now prioritize civic education. The OECD says that civic competence, thinking and media literacy are essential skills 

for the 21st century. 

Germany has been participating in studies like the International Civic and Citizenship Education Study, which basically shows 

that German students have strong civic knowledge and high levels of democratic awareness. India whereas has not participated 

in these studies. Programs like Electoral Literacy Clubs and Youth Parliament Programmes show that there is a growing effort 

to promote civic education. 

A notable example from Germany is the Juniorwahl program, which seems to allows students to participate in elections. Studies 

have shown that this program improves knowledge, electoral participation and democratic confidence among young people. 

Similarly Indias Youth Parliament Scheme provides students with experience in parliamentary procedures and debate. These 

programs show that hands-on learning is more effective than classroom instruction, in promoting civic understanding. 

Government Initiatives 

India and Germany have made changes to make civic education better. In India they have things like the National Education 

Policy, National Curriculum Framework, Samagra Shiksha and Digital India Mission to teach people about the constitution 

and how to be citizens. These programs want students to talk about political issues and respect different kinds of people and 

the government. 

In Germany they have the Federal Agency for Civic Education educational standards and programs to help students learn about 

democracy and how to tell what is true and what is not on the internet. The government also pays for projects that help people 

understand what is real and what is not online and how to get involved in their community. 

These two countries are doing things a little differently. They are both trying to help people become good citizens. India is 

focusing on teaching people about the constitution and how to be a citizen while Germany is focusing on helping people learn 

how to participate in democracy and think critically. 

Challenges 

There are still some problems that India and Germany are facing when it comes to education. One big problem is that students 

are still just memorizing things for tests of really learning and thinking about what they are learning. Another problem is that 

some teachers do not know how to teach students about issues. Also it is hard to teach students what is real and what is not on 

the internet because there is much false information. According to the UNESCO Global Education Monitoring Report it is very 

important for students to learn how to tell what is true and what is not online. In India some students do not have the 

opportunities as others because of where they live or how much money their family has. In Germany there are a lot of kinds of 

people and that can make it hard to teach civic education. 

Suggestions 
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To make civic education better the government, schools and community need to work. Civic education should not just be about 

reading books. About doing things like debates, mock elections and community service to help students learn about democracy. 

The government should also help teachers learn how to teach students about issues. Students should learn about how to use the 

internet how to tell what is true and what is not online. Schools, the government and community should work together to help 

students learn about education. India can learn from Germanys way of teaching and Germany can learn from Indias focus on 

the constitution and being a citizen. 

Someone once said that the best way to know what the future of democracy will be like is to educate the citizens. Civic education 

is one of the ways to help people become good citizens and to keep democracy strong. India and Germany are both trying to 

teach people about democracy. They are doing it in different ways. India is focusing on teaching people about the constitution 

while Germany is focusing on helping people learn how to participate in democracy. 

Both countries are trying to adapt to challenges like false information online and people not trusting the government. They are 

making changes, to their education programs to help students learn about these issues. Neither India nor Germany is doing 

everything perfectly. They can both learn from each other. India can learn from Germanys way of teaching and Germany can 

learn from Indias focus on the constitution and being a citizen. As the world becomes more complicated civic education needs 

to change to help students learn how to think and be good citizens. This will help future generations protect democracy and 

make the world a better place. 
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