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Abstract: 
Climate change has emerged as one of the most significant political, economic, social, and environmental challenges 

of the twenty-first century. Although climate change is fundamentally associated with changes in the Earth's climate 

system, its causes, impacts, and possible solutions are deeply connected to political decisions concerning energy, 

economic development, natural resources, international cooperation, public finance, social justice, and governance. 

Sustainable development provides an important framework for understanding these relationships because it seeks to 

connect environmental protection with economic prosperity and social well-being. However, achieving sustainable 

development in the context of climate change is not simply a technical or scientific task. It requires political choices 

about how resources are distributed, whose interests are protected, which development pathways are prioritised, and 

how responsibilities are shared among countries and communities. 

This paper analyses climate change and sustainable development from a political perspective. It examines the role of 

governments, international institutions, political institutions, businesses, civil society, and citizens in shaping climate 

policy. It also considers the political economy of fossil fuels and renewable energy, climate justice, international 

climate negotiations, climate finance, multilevel governance, and the challenges of implementing climate policies. 

The paper argues that climate governance is closely linked to institutional capacity, political interests, participation, 

equity, and international cooperation. The Paris Agreement has created an important framework for international 

climate action, but implementation remains dependent on domestic political systems and national policy choices. The 

paper further examines the relationship between climate action and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

emphasising that climate policies can create development opportunities while also producing social and economic 

trade-offs. The analysis concludes that sustainable climate action requires transparent institutions, inclusive decision-

making, policy coordination, adequate finance, technological cooperation, and attention to distributive and procedural 

justice. 

Keywords:- Climate Change, Sustainable Development, Climate Governance,Political Economy, Climate Justice, 

Environmental Politics, Sustainable Development Goals, Paris Agreement. 
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1. Introduction 

Climate change has moved from being primarily an environmental concern to becoming a central issue in contemporary 

politics and public policy. Rising temperatures, changing precipitation patterns, extreme weather events, sea-level rise, 

ecosystem degradation, food insecurity, and threats to human health demonstrate that climate change affects virtually every 

dimension of human development. The United Nations identifies climate action as Sustainable 

Development Goal 13 and emphasises the need to integrate climate measures into national policies, strategies, and 

planning. 

United Nations 

The political character of climate change arises because responding to it requires decisions about production, consumption, 

energy, transportation, agriculture, land use, infrastructure, taxation, investment, and international cooperation. 

Governments must decide how quickly economies should reduce greenhouse-gas emissions, how adaptation should be 

financed, which technologies should receive public support, and how the costs and benefits of climate policies should be 

distributed. These decisions involve competing interests and different perceptions of fairness. 

Sustainable development provides a broader framework within which these decisions can be considered. The concept 

recognises that economic development and environmental protection should not be treated as completely separate 

objectives. Development must also consider social inclusion and the needs of present and future generations. Climate 

change complicates this objective because many development models have historically depended on carbon-intensive 

energy and resource use. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) notes that climate change is connected 

with unsustainable production and consumption patterns as well as governance arrangements and political-economic 

institutions that can lock societies into resource-intensive development pathways. 

Consequently, climate change cannot be understood only through atmospheric science or environmental policy. It also 

requires analysis of power, institutions, interests, political participation, economic structures, and international relations. 

Political institutions determine how climate policies are formulated and implemented. Political parties and governments 

may emphasise different approaches to economic growth, energy security, environmental protection, and social welfare. 

Businesses influence policy through investment decisions and political participation, while civil-society organisations can 

demand greater accountability and environmental justice. 

At the international level, climate change presents an especially complex collective-action problem. Greenhouse gases mix 

globally in the atmosphere, meaning that the consequences of emissions are not confined to the countries that produce 

them. Countries therefore have incentives to cooperate, but they also have different economic capacities, historical 

responsibilities, development priorities, and political interests. The Paris Agreement represents a major institutional 

response to this problem. It was adopted in 2015 and entered into force in 2016, with the central temperature objective of 

holding warming well below 2°C while pursuing efforts to limit it to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels. 

However, the existence of international agreements does not automatically guarantee implementation. Domestic 

institutions, political priorities, administrative capacity, financial resources, and public support influence whether 

international commitments become effective national policies. The IPCC therefore emphasises that effective climate action 

depends on political commitment, appropriate multilevel governance, institutional frameworks, laws, policies, finance, 

coordination, and inclusive decision-making. 

This paper examines these issues through a political analysis of the relationship between climate change and sustainable 

development. Rather than treating climate policy as a purely technical exercise, it considers climate action as a political 

process in which different actors, interests, institutions, and values interact. 

2. Objectives of the Study 



 

 

International Insights 

J O U R N A L  O F  M U L T I D I S C I P L I N A R Y  R E S E A R C H  

( IIJMR ) 

I S S N  
3049-0847 

Vol. 3  |  Issue 3 
2026 

 
🌐 www.insightresearch.org.in      ◆   the.editor.org@gmail.com   ◆   Peer Reviewed & Refereed Journal 

 

 
© 2026 IIJMR  |  All Rights Reserved 
www.insightresearch.org.in Page 75 Vol. 3, Issue 3, July-September 2026 

doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22994853 

 

The major objectives of this research are:- 

1. 1.To examine the relationship between climate change and sustainable 

2. Development. 

3. 2.To examine the role of political institutions in climate-policy formulation and 

4. implementation. 

5. 3.To analyse the political economy of energy transition and sustainable 

6. development. 

3. To examine the importance of climate justice and equity, analyse the role of 

7. international climate governance and the Paris Agreement. 

4. To examine the relationship between climate action and the Sustainable  

8. Development Goals. 

9. 6.To discuss possible approaches for strengthening democratic, inclusive, and 

10. sustainable climate governance. 

 Research Questions 

The paper addresses the following questions: 

1.Why is climate change fundamentally a political issue? 

2.How are climate change and sustainable development interconnected? 

3What political challenges arise during the transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy? 

4.How does climate justice influence debates about responsibility and resource 

 distribution? 

Research Methodology 

This research adopts a qualitative and analytical methodology based primarily on secondary sources. The study uses reports, 

policy documents, academic literature, and publications from international organisations, particularly the IPCC, United 

Nations, United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), and United Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP).The study uses a political-analysis framework to examine climate change through four interconnected dimensions: 

institutions, interests, power, and governance. Institutions include governments, international organisations, legislatures, 

administrative bodies, and other formal structures. Interests include those of governments, businesses, workers, communities, 

environmental organisations, and other stakeholders. Power refers to the capacity of different actors to influence policy 

decisions and the distribution of resources. Governance refers to the processes through which decisions are made, implemented, 

monitored, and revised. 

The methodology is primarily descriptive and interpretive rather than statistical. The purpose is to identify relationships 

between political institutions, climate policy, sustainable development, and social outcomes. 

Conceptualising Climate Change and Sustainable Development 

Climate change refers to long-term changes in climate patterns, including changes in temperature, precipitation, and the 

frequency or intensity of certain climatic events. Contemporary climate change is primarily driven by human activities that 

increase concentrations of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, particularly through fossil-fuel combustion, land-use change, 

and other forms of production and consumption. The United Nations identifies the burning of fossil fuels as a major driver of 

current climate change.  

U United Nations 
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Sustainable development is broader than environmental conservation. It involves the integration of environmental protection 

with economic and social objectives. From a political perspective, this creates an important question: how should governments 

balance immediate development needs with long-term environmental sustainability? 

Climate policy often creates both synergies and trade-offs. Investment in renewable energy can reduce emissions while creating 

employment and improving energy security. Public transport can reduce emissions while improving mobility. Climate-resilient 

agricultural systems can protect livelihoods while strengthening food security. At the same time, certain climate policies can 

create short-term costs for particular industries, workers, consumers, or communities. 

The IPCC identifies sustainable development as an important context for climate mitigation and transition. It notes that 

sustainable development can improve social inclusion and sectoral integration, while inequitable distribution of resources and 

limited technological and financial capacities can constrain developing countries' ability to pursue sustainable transitions. 

This demonstrates that sustainable development is not simply about choosing environmentally friendly technologies. It is also 

about creating political and institutional conditions that enable societies to make long-term transformations while protecting 

vulnerable populations. 

Climate Change as a Political Issue 

Climate change becomes political because responding to it involves choices about who should act, how much they should act, 

who should pay, and who should benefit.One important political issue is the distribution of responsibility. Countries differ 

significantly in their historical contributions to greenhouse-gas emissions, current emissions, economic capacities, and 

vulnerability to climate impacts. This creates disagreements concerning fairness and responsibility. 

A second political issue is the tension between short-term and long-term interests. Governments operate within electoral cycles 

and immediate economic pressures, while climate change requires policies whose benefits may become more visible over 

longer periods. Investments in resilient infrastructure, energy systems, and adaptation may require significant expenditure 

before their benefits become apparent. 

A third issue concerns the influence of economic interests. Fossil-fuel industries have historically played important roles in 

employment, government revenue, industrial development, and energy supply. Consequently, reducing fossil-fuel dependence 

can have substantial economic and political implications. At the same time, renewable-energy industries and clean-technology 

sectors increasingly influence policy debates. 

The IPCC observes that political and economic interests can either facilitate or obstruct sustainable transitions. Institutions can 

align climate action with economic and political interests, but established interests and structures can also lock societies into 

unsustainable development patterns. 

Climate politics therefore involves more than disagreements about scientific evidence. It involves competing ideas about 

development, economic priorities, social welfare, energy security, national sovereignty, and international responsibility. 

Political Institutions and Climate Governance 

Political institutions play a central role in shaping climate policy. Governments create laws, regulations, standards, taxes, 

subsidies, infrastructure programmes, and environmental institutions. Legislatures establish legal frameworks, while 

administrative agencies implement policies. Courts may interpret environmental laws and resolve disputes. However, climate 

governance is not restricted to national governments. Cities, regional governments, businesses, universities, civil-society 

organisations, and communities also participate in climate action. The IPCC describes effective climate governance as 

involving multiple levels of decision-making and a wide range of actors. 

Multilevel governance is particularly important because climate risks and policy responsibilities occur at different geographical 

scales. National governments may determine broad climate targets, while regional and local governments are often responsible 

for land use, transport, water management, waste, urban planning, and emergency response. 
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The effectiveness of climate policy therefore depends partly on coordination. An ambitious national climate strategy may have 

limited results if local institutions lack financial resources or administrative capacity. Similarly, local climate initiatives may 

struggle without supportive national legislation and financing. 

The IPCC notes that governance arrangements are most effective when institutions and practices are aligned across scales, 

sectors, policy areas, and timeframes. It also emphasises the importance of financial resources, information, institutional 

capacity, and inclusive governance. Political systems also influence climate governance. Different systems have different 

relationships between executives, legislatures, bureaucracies, political parties, civil society, and citizens. The IPCC notes that 

domestic climate governance depends significantly on how climate policy fits within the characteristics of individual political 

systems. 

This means there is no single political model that can automatically produce effective climate action. Climate governance must 

operate within specific institutional and social contexts. 

Political Economy of Climate Change 

The political economy of climate change examines how economic interests and political institutions interact in determining 

environmental outcomes. 

Modern economies have historically relied heavily on fossil fuels. Coal, oil, and natural gas have supported industrialisation, 

transportation, electricity generation, agriculture, and urban development. Moving away from these resources therefore 

involves more than changing energy technologies. It can alter employment patterns, government revenues, investment 

structures, trade relationships, and regional economies. This creates political challenges for governments. A rapid transition 

may produce benefits in terms of emissions reduction and environmental protection but may also generate adjustment costs for 

workers and communities dependent on carbon-intensive industries. 

The concept of a just transition addresses this issue by asking how the benefits and costs of economic transformation can be 

distributed fairly. A politically sustainable transition may require retraining programmes, social protection, regional economic 

diversification, public investment, and participation of affected workers and communities. 

The transition to renewable energy also raises questions about ownership and access. Renewable technologies can create 

opportunities for decentralised energy production, but access to investment, technology, land, electricity grids, and finance is 

uneven. Political institutions therefore influence who benefits from the transition. 

Another major issue is climate finance. Developing countries often face financial constraints in simultaneously addressing 

poverty, infrastructure needs, adaptation, and mitigation. International financial cooperation therefore becomes an important 

component of climate politics. 

UNEP's 2025 Emissions Gap Report illustrates the continuing implementation challenge. The report estimated that full 

implementation of available new nationally determined contributions would still be associated with approximately 2.3–2.5°C 

of warming over this century, while current policies were associated with a projection of about 2.8°C. 

UNEP - UN Environment Programme 

These projections demonstrate that the challenge is not simply the absence of climate targets. There is also a significant gap 

between political commitments, implementation, and the scale of transformation required. 

International Climate Politics 

Climate change is an international political problem because emissions produced in one country affect the global climate 

system. No country can resolve climate change independently. 

International climate politics is therefore based on negotiations among countries with different interests and circumstances. 

Developed and developing countries have historically disagreed over questions concerning responsibility, finance, technology 

transfer, adaptation, and development space. 
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The Paris Agreement represents an important institutional framework for international climate cooperation. It establishes a 

long-term temperature objective and requires countries to submit nationally determined contributions (NDCs). 

U 

UNFCCC 

The Paris framework reflects a political compromise. Countries retain substantial responsibility for determining their own 

national contributions, while international mechanisms encourage transparency, reporting, review, and increasing ambition. 

However, international agreements depend heavily on national implementation. A country may make an international 

commitment but still face domestic political barriers to implementing it. 

The implementation problem is visible in continuing emissions trends. UNEP's 2025 assessment concluded that new climate 

pledges had reduced projected warming only modestly and that existing policies remained insufficient to align with the Paris 

temperature objectives. 

U 

UNEP - UN Environment Programme 

This creates a central problem for global climate governance: international institutions can establish rules and expectations, but 

they have limited ability to replace domestic political authority. Effective climate cooperation therefore requires both 

international institutions and national political commitment. 

Climate Justice and Sustainable Development 

Climate justice is an important political dimension of sustainable development. Climate impacts are not distributed equally, 

and different populations possess different capacities to respond. 

Vulnerable communities may have fewer financial resources, weaker infrastructure, limited access to technology, and fewer 

political opportunities to influence decisions. Climate change can therefore deepen existing inequalities. 

The IPCC identifies justice as involving the protection of vulnerable populations, attention to the effects of economic and social 

transformations, and the pursuit of an equitable low-carbon world 

Climate justice has at least three major dimensions. 

1.Distributive Justice 

Distributive justice concerns the allocation of benefits and costs. Who receives climate finance? Who pays for adaptation? Who 

benefits from renewable-energy investments? Who bears the costs of environmental regulation? 

These questions are political because resources are limited and different groups may have competing interests. 

 2.Procedural Justice 

Procedural justice concerns participation in decision-making. Communities affected by infrastructure projects, energy 

transitions, conservation policies, or climate adaptation should have meaningful opportunities to participate in decisions that 

affect their lives. 

3. Intergenerational Justice 

Climate change also creates an issue of responsibility between generations. Decisions made today can influence environmental 

conditions and development opportunities for future generations. Sustainable development therefore requires political 

institutions capable of incorporating long-term considerations into present policy decisions. 

Justice is consequently not an optional addition to climate policy. It can influence whether policies are socially legitimate, 

politically acceptable, and sustainable over time. 

Climate Change and the Sustainable Development Goals 

The Sustainable Development Goals provide a broad framework for addressing interconnected economic, social, and 

environmental challenges. SDG 13 specifically focuses on climate action, but climate change also affects many other goals. 

Climate change can affect: 
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 1: No Poverty, through damage to livelihoods and economic assets. 

 2: Zero Hunger, through effects on agriculture and food systems. 

 3: Good Health and Well-being, through heat, disease, pollution, and disasters. 

 6: Clean Water and Sanitation, through changing water availability. 

 7: Affordable and Clean Energy, through energy-system transformation. 

 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth, through changes in industries and employment. 

 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities, through urban climate risks. 

 13: Climate Action. 

 14: Life Below Water. 

 15: Life on Land. 

The United Nations emphasises that climate change threatens development progress and requires integration of climate 

measures into national policies and planning. United Nations 

This relationship creates opportunities for policy integration. For example, renewable energy can contribute to climate 

mitigation and energy access. Climate-resilient agriculture can contribute to food security and adaptation. Sustainable urban 

planning can improve environmental quality while reducing emissions. 

However, trade-offs can also occur. Large renewable-energy projects may create land-use conflicts. Forest conservation may 

affect communities dependent on forest resources if their participation and rights are inadequately considered. Carbon-pricing 

policies may affect household energy costs unless accompanied by appropriate social policies. 

The political task is therefore not merely to maximise one environmental indicator. It is to design policies that manage 

interactions between multiple development objectives. 

The Role of Civil Society and Public Participation 

Climate governance increasingly involves actors outside government. Civil-society organisations, environmental groups, youth 

movements, scientific institutions, professional organisations, communities, and social movements can influence public debate. 

Civil society can perform several functions. First, it can increase public awareness. Second, it can monitor government 

commitments. Third, it can represent communities whose interests may not be adequately reflected in formal institutions. 

Fourth, it can challenge policies or projects that generate environmental and social concerns. 

The IPCC recognises civil-society institutions as potential governance actors and notes their role in monitoring and questioning 

government action. 

Public participation is particularly important because climate policies can affect everyday decisions involving transportation, 

housing, energy, agriculture, consumption, and employment. Policies developed without public participation may face 

resistance even when their environmental objectives are scientifically justified. 

Democratic participation can therefore improve policy legitimacy. However, participation must be meaningful rather than 

merely symbolic. Governments need mechanisms through which public input can influence policy design and implementation. 

Political Challenges to Sustainable Climate Action 

Several political challenges continue to affect climate governance. 

1. Short-Term Political Priorities 

Climate change requires long-term planning, but political systems often operate through short electoral and budgetary cycles. 

Governments may prioritise policies with immediate visible benefits. 

2.Conflicting Economic Interests 

Industries and communities dependent on carbon-intensive activities may resist rapid transitions because of concerns about 

employment, income, investment, and competitiveness. 

3. Institutional Fragmentation 



 

 

International Insights 

J O U R N A L  O F  M U L T I D I S C I P L I N A R Y  R E S E A R C H  

( IIJMR ) 

I S S N  
3049-0847 

Vol. 3  |  Issue 3 
2026 

 
🌐 www.insightresearch.org.in      ◆   the.editor.org@gmail.com   ◆   Peer Reviewed & Refereed Journal 

 

 
© 2026 IIJMR  |  All Rights Reserved 
www.insightresearch.org.in Page 80 Vol. 3, Issue 3, July-September 2026 

doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22994853 

Climate policy involves multiple ministries and levels of government. Poor coordination can create conflicting policies or slow 

implementation. 

4. Financing Constraints 

Climate mitigation and adaptation require significant investment. Developing countries may face particularly severe financial 

constraints. 

5. Unequal Political Influence 

Different groups possess different levels of access to decision-makers. Large economic actors may have greater organisational 

resources than vulnerable communities. 

6. International Disagreement 

Countries differ in their economic capacities, development priorities, historical emissions, and perceptions of fairness. These 

differences can complicate international negotiations. 

7. Implementation Gaps 

There can be substantial differences between policy commitments and actual outcomes. UNEP's recent assessment highlights 

that the global implementation gap remains significant. 

UNEP - UN Environment Programme 

These challenges demonstrate why climate change cannot be solved simply through technical innovation. Institutions, 

incentives, political legitimacy, public participation, and international cooperation are equally important. 

Towards More Effective Climate Governance 

Improving climate governance requires institutional and political reforms alongside technological change. 

First, governments need clear and consistent long-term climate strategies. Policy uncertainty can discourage investment in 

sustainable technologies and infrastructure. 

Second, climate policy should be integrated across sectors. Energy, transportation, agriculture, housing, finance, industry, and 

urban development cannot be treated as isolated areas. 

Third, governments need stronger coordination between national, regional, and local institutions. The IPCC emphasises the 

importance of governance across multiple levels and policy domains. 

Fourth, climate finance needs to be accessible and appropriately distributed. Financial mechanisms should address both 

mitigation and adaptation and should take into account the circumstances of developing countries. 

Fifth, climate policies should incorporate social protection and just-transition measures. Workers and communities affected by 

structural economic change require opportunities to participate in and benefit from new development pathways. 

Sixth, public participation and transparency should be strengthened. Citizens need access to reliable information and 

opportunities to participate in decisions affecting their communities. 

Seventh, international cooperation remains essential. Countries need cooperation on finance, technology, capacity building, 

trade, research, and climate adaptation. 

Finally, climate governance should be based on continuous evaluation. Climate policies should be monitored, assessed, and 

adjusted as scientific knowledge, technologies, economic circumstances, and social conditions change. 

Findings and Discussion 

The analysis indicates that climate change and sustainable development are inseparable from political decision-making. The 

first major finding is that climate change is not merely an environmental problem. It is a governance problem involving 

competing interests, institutions, resources, and development priorities. 

The second finding is that institutional capacity significantly influences policy implementation. Climate commitments require 

administrative structures, legislation, financing, technical expertise, monitoring, and coordination. International commitments 

cannot substitute for effective domestic governance. 
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The third finding concerns the importance of political economy. Existing economic structures can encourage continued 

dependence on carbon-intensive resources, while new economic opportunities can emerge through renewable energy, energy 

efficiency, sustainable infrastructure, and other low-carbon activities. 

The fourth finding concerns justice. Climate policies can have unequal effects, meaning that sustainable development requires 

attention to distributional consequences and public participation. The IPCC emphasises that equity within and between 

countries is important to sustainable and just transitions. 

The fifth finding is that international climate governance has created important institutional frameworks but faces continuing 

implementation challenges. The Paris Agreement establishes a common framework, yet countries retain significant 

responsibility for implementing climate policies domestically. 

The sixth finding is that climate policy should be integrated with the broader Sustainable Development Goals. Climate action 

can support poverty reduction, energy access, health, food security, sustainable cities, and ecosystem protection, but policy 

design must also manage possible trade-offs. 

Overall, effective climate governance requires a combination of scientific knowledge, institutional capacity, democratic 

legitimacy, financial resources, technological development, and political commitment. 

Recommendations 

Based on the analysis, the following recommendations can be made: 

Strengthen climate institutions: Governments should develop institutions with clear responsibilities, adequate resources, and 

mechanisms for coordination. 

Integrate climate policy into development planning: Climate considerations should be incorporated into economic, 

infrastructure, energy, agricultural, and urban policies rather than treated as a separate environmental issue. 

Improve multilevel governance: National governments should cooperate effectively with regional and local institutions to 

implement climate programmes. 

Promote inclusive decision-making: Governments should create meaningful opportunities for communities, workers, civil-

society organisations, scientists, and other stakeholders to participate. 

Support just transitions: Economic restructuring should be accompanied by employment support, skills development, social 

protection, and regional economic diversification. 

Strengthen climate finance: International and domestic financial systems should increase the availability of resources for 

mitigation, adaptation, and resilience. 

Improve transparency and accountability: Governments should regularly report progress against climate commitments and 

establish effective monitoring mechanisms. 

Expand international cooperation: Countries should strengthen cooperation on technology, finance, research, adaptation, and 

capacity building. 

Protect vulnerable communities: Climate policies should prioritise populations with high vulnerability and limited adaptive 

capacity. 

Strengthen policy coherence: Climate objectives should be coordinated with the Sustainable Development Goals so that policies 

reinforce rather than undermine one another. 

Conclusion 

Climate change and sustainable development are deeply connected political issues. The challenge of climate change is not 

simply to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions or develop new technologies. It is to transform economic and social systems while 

maintaining political legitimacy, protecting vulnerable populations, and creating opportunities for sustainable development. 

The political analysis presented in this paper demonstrates that climate governance is shaped by institutions, economic interests, 

international relations, social inequalities, public participation, and competing visions of development. Governments have a 
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central role, but they are not the only actors. International organisations, businesses, civil society, communities, researchers, 

and citizens all influence climate policy. 

The Paris Agreement provides an important framework for international cooperation, but its effectiveness depends on national 

and subnational implementation. Recent UNEP assessments demonstrate that current policies and commitments remain 

insufficient to place the world fully on a pathway consistent with the strongest temperature goals of the Paris Agreement. 

UNEP - UN Environment Programme 

This highlights the importance of moving beyond formal commitments towards effective implementation. 

Sustainable development provides a valuable framework because it encourages policymakers to consider environmental 

protection together with economic development and social well-being. Climate policies should therefore be evaluated not only 

according to their emissions outcomes but also according to their effects on employment, poverty, health, energy access, 

inequality, and participation. 

Climate justice is another essential component. Countries and communities differ in their historical contributions, 

vulnerabilities, resources, and capacities. Fair climate governance therefore requires attention to both the distribution of costs 

and benefits and the participation of affected populations in decision-making. 

Ultimately, climate action requires political commitment and effective institutions. The IPCC concludes that effective climate 

action is supported by political commitment, well-aligned governance, institutional frameworks, clear goals, adequate finance, 

policy coordination, and inclusive decision-making. 

The transition towards sustainable development should therefore be understood as a political process as much as an 

environmental or technological one. Its success will depend on whether governments and societies can build institutions capable 

of addressing long-term risks, manage competing interests fairly, cooperate across political boundaries, and connect climate 

action with broader objectives of human well-being and sustainable development. 
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